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Monthly Insights

A round-up of our key research insights and forecasts in March 2021

Global Economics

Mounting DM debt loads an issue for another day: Fiscal deficits and public debt loads have
expanded significantly through the Covid-19 crisis but with a growing light at the end of the
tunnel the conversation is turning towards a post-pandemic future, and politicians are
increasingly acknowledging the widening hole in their finances.

WFH adoption will pose challenges to policymakers: The Covid-19 pandemic crisis has
accelerated the transition to more remote patterns of working for many sectors, which poses
fundamental questions regarding not only how we will work in future, but equally how we will
live.

Indian GDP returns to growth but misses expectations: India’s real GDP growth surprised
to the downside in the third quarter of the current fiscal year ending in March. The October-
December 2020 period saw an expansion of 0.4% y/y, compared to consensus expectations
of a slightly stronger 0.6%

Regional Economics

OPEC+ decision is good for budgets, drag on growth: Extended oil production cuts will
weight on headline GDP growth this year. We expect governments to prioritise deficit
reduction over increased spending.

Renewed focus on structural reforms to drive growth: Higher oil prices will provide a
short term boost to budgets and sentiment but structural reforms will be key to driving growth
over the medium term.

Dubai Tourism: Future focus Dubai’s tourism sector focuses on long-term dynamics.

Central Bank of Egypt keeps rates on hold in March :The Central Bank of Egypt kept its
benchmark rates steady at its March 18 MPC meeting. While the domestic conditions
arguably provided room for the bank to enact a rate cut, board members would have had
an eye on international developments in bond markets, and ultimately chose to maintain
their cautious approach.

Markets

USD buoyed by stimulus and vaccines: As the US economy benefits from the USD 1.9trn
American Rescue Plan and a strong pace of Covid-19 vaccinations, its growth differential
to major peer economies is improving. We expect that strength to play out now more
considerably in FX markets with EURUSD and USDJPY set to experience sustained periods
of dollar strength.

OPEC and allies to _keep oil market hot: OPEC+ does now appear to be intentionally
targeting oil prices moving higher. We would expect then for production to continue to be
restrained even if prices pushed considerably higher.

Oil_at 100: No. But even as OPEC+ keeps the oil market tight we don’t expect prices to
sustain a rise to USD 100/b given there is ample spare capacity available.
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Key Economic Forecasts — Global
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Source: Bloomberg, Emirates NBD Research
*For India the data refers to fiscal year (April — March)
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GCC in Pictures

GCC Oil Production and Oil Price
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Key Economic Forecasts - GCC

United Arab Emirates 2018 2019 2020e 2021f 2022f
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402.9 427.8
1.4 4.3
6.4 8.4
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797.9 862.4
0.7 6.7
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-1.4 4.4

181.7 195.3
2.5 4.3
1.8 3.2
1.4 2.1

127.2 137.9
0.1 7.1
8.0 13.0

-14.6 -11.6

75.5 79.4
3.2 3.4
-6.5 -1.2
-6.1 -5.3

38.8 40.7
3.3 2.9
-3.1 -1.0
-6.4 -4.7

Nominal GDP $bn 422.5 421.4 360.3
Real GDP % 1.2 1.7 -6.9
Current A/C % GDP 9.6 7.0 1.6
Budget Balance % GDP 5.8 5.5 -4.1
CPl % -1.9 -2.1
_ I — _
Nominal GDP $bn 786.5 793.0 700.1
Real GDP % 24 0.3 -4.1
Current A/C % GDP 9.2 4.8 -2.8
Budget Balance % GDP -5.9 -4.5 -11.3
CPI % -1.2
_ ] _ _ _
Nominal GDP $bn 183.3 175.8 138.1
Real GDP % 1.2 0.8 -3.9
Current A/C % GDP 9.1 24 -5.0
Budget Balance % GDP 2.3 1.0 -11.0
CPI % -0.9 -2.6
_ ] | _ _
Nominal GDP $bn 140.6 134.8 107.5
Real GDP % 1.2 0.4 -7.4
Current A/C% GDP 14.1 16.4 -6.9
Budget Balance % GDP -3.0 -13.8 -29.4
CPIl %
_ _ — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 79.7 76.2 64.3
Real GDP % 0.9 -0.8 -5.1
Current A/C % GDP -5.4 -5.4 -20.7
Budget Balance % GDP -8.6 -8.9 -17.1
CPl % -0.9
_ _ I — _
Nominal GDP $bn 37.7 38.6 35.3
Real GDP % 1.8 1.8 -5.9
Current A/C % GDP -6.5 -2.1 -9.6
Budget Balance % GDP -6.3 -4.7 -12.2
CPI % -2.3
_ _ ] _ _
Nominal GDP $bn 520 526 467
Real GDP % 1.8 0.7 -5.1
Current A/C % GDP 16.5 11.3 -2.1
Budget Balance % GDP -1.9 -2.3 -11.1
CPI % 24 -0.5 0.9

Source: Haver Analytics, National sources, Emirates NBD Research
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MENA in Pictures

Egypt real GDP growth, % yly
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Egypt PMI survey
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Key Economic Forecasts — Non-GCC Oil Importers

Nominal GDP $bn 241.5 291.7 342.9 375.6 407.0
Real GDP % 5.3 5.6 3.6 35 6.1
Current A/C % GDP -2.5 -3.7 -3.9 -3.2 -2.9
Budget Balance % GDP -9.8 -8.6 -8.8 -9.9 -8.2
CPl % 14.4

| 3324 | _ — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 42.9 44.5 43.7 46.5 49.3
Real GDP % 1.9 2.0 -1.7 3.0 4.0
Current A/C % GDP -6.9 -2.1 -4.9 -4.2 -4.2
Budget Balance % GDP -2.6 -3.7 -6.5 -5.6 -3.9
CPI %

_ _ _ _ _
Nominal GDP $bn 53.1 54.1 46.0 48.9 53.1
Real GDP % -1.9 -5.6 -27.3 1.4 3.0
Current A/C % GDP -25.2 -21.3 -16.9 -12.7 -9.8
Budget Balance % GDP -11.4 -10.9 -16.1 -12.4 -8.1
CPI % 10.1 80.0 30.0 20.0

_ - | | |
Nominal GDP $bn 118.1 119.7 113.7 129.1 132.7
Real GDP % 3.1 25 -7.0 5.2 3.6
Current A/C % GDP -5.3 4.1 -5.3 -4.2 -2.9
Budget Balance % GDP -3.7 -4.1 -4.9 -4.4 -3.9
CPIl %

_ _ — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 39.9 40.1 36.6 39.0 29.2
Real GDP % 2.7 1.0 -8.7 4.5 4.0
Current A/C % GDP -11.2 -8.5 -8.7 -8.0 -7.1
Budget Balance % GDP -4.8 -3.5 -7.2 -6.8 -3.2
CPl %

_ _ — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 158.4 192.5 233.1 256.3 282.1
Real GDP % 3.5 3.2 -2.1 3.7 51
Current A/C % GDP -6.6 -5.7 -5.6 -4.5 -3.7
Budget Balance % GDP -7.5 -7.1 -8.3 -8.5 -6.8
CPI % 9.1 6.5 9.8 6.3 6.2

Source: Haver Analytics, National sources, Emirates NBD Research
*Egypt data refers to fiscal year (July-June)
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Key Economic Forecasts — Non-GCC Oil Exporters

Nominal GDP $bn 175.4 171.1 146.9 146.0 145.5
Real GDP % 1.2 0.1 -8.2 4.4 3.2

Current A/C % GDP -10.4 -8.6 -12.1 -11.5 -6.6
Budget Balance % GDP -8.6 9.1 -13.1 -11.5 -9.4

CPI %

_ _ — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 468.6 585.2 703.7 816.5 949.7
Real GDP % -35 -1.9 -7.8 1.1 3.5
Current A/C % GDP 34 -0.2 -2.0 -2.0 -1.0
Budget Balance % GDP -4.0 -3.8 -6.1 -5.4 -5.0
CPl % 21.0 38.7 27.5 20.0 17.5

! | 1 ] |
Nominal GDP $bn 167.2 168.2 235.8 253.4 274.6
Real GDP % 0.9 4.4 -12.5 3.1 4.4
Current A/C% GDP 20.6 9.4 -8.4 -6.0 -3.1
Budget Balance % GDP 8.2 -1.9 -15.6 -21.9 -4.7
CPl % -0.2

_ ] — — _
Nominal GDP $bn 34.4 36.4 17.3 7.2 8.4
Real GDP % 16.9 7.9 -43.8 22.3 17.0
Current A/C% GDP -4.6 -6.3 -38.6 -8.5 4.3
Budget Balance % GDP -15.7 -29.4 -30.7 -22.7 -18.9
CPI % 13.6 -2.2

I _ _ _
Nominal GDP $bn 330.5 417.7 514.0 609.1 724.1
Real GDP % -0.5 0.1 -7.9 1.5 2.5
Current A/C % GDP 3.5 -1.1 -5.2 -3.7 -2.5
Budget Balance % GDP -3.8 -4.9 -8.8 9.4 -5.9
CPIl % 13.6 24.5 17.8 14.2 12.7
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FX-Major Currency Pairs & Real Interest Rates

Interest Rate Differentials—EUR
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Interest Rate Differentials-GBP
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FX Forecasts
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Last Mar-21 Jun-21 Sep-21 Dec-21 3m 6m 12m
EUR/USD 1.1929 1.19 1.17 1.17 1.18 1.1938 1.1977 1.2031
USD/JPY 108.73 109.00 110.00 110.00 108.00 108.69 108.52 108.19
USD/CHF 0.9241 0.93 0.95 0.95 0.93 0.9232 0.9193 0.9142
GBP/USD 1.3848 1.38 1.38 1.39 1.40 1.3850 1.3855 1.3866
AUD/USD 0.7693 0.77 0.78 0.78 0.80 0.7694 0.7697 0.7700
NzD/USD 0.7081 0.72 0.73 0.74 0.75 0.7081 0.7077 0.7071
USD/CAD 1.2543 1.25 1.24 1.23 1.23 1.2541 1.2540 1.2539
EUR/GBP 0.8614 0.86 0.85 0.84 0.84 0.8619 0.8644 0.8677
EUR/IPY 129.70 129.71 128.70 128.70 127.44 129.76 129.98 130.16
EUR/CHF 1.1024 1.11 1.11 1.11 1.10 1.1021 1.1011 1.0999

Last Mar-21 Jun-21 Sep-21 Dec-21 3m 6m 12m
USD/SAR 3.7503 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.7509 3.7512 3.7522
USD/AED 3.6729 3.67 3.67 3.67 3.67 3.6732 3.6735 3.6744
USD/KWD 0.3021 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.3028 0.3035 0.3049
USD/OMR 0.3848 0.39 0.39 0.39 0.39 0.3853 0.3857 0.3867
USD/BHD 0.3770 0.38 0.38 0.38 0.38 0.3774 0.3776 0.3781
USD/QAR 3.7037 3.64 3.64 3.64 3.64 3.6924 3.6925 3.6924
USD/EGP 15.7488 15.75 15.80 15.85 15.90 16.1700 16.5850 17.3750
USD/INR 72.2988 72.00 70.00 70.00 70.00 73.4100 74.3200 76.0500
USD/CNY 6.5098 6.50 6.50 6.30 6.30 6.5541 6.6036 6.6913
USD/SGD 1.3410 1.32 1.31 1.30 1.30 1.3416 1.3420 1.3432

Last Mar-21 Jun-21 Sep-21 Dec-21
USD/MAD 8.9609 9.0000 9.0000 9.1000 9.2000
USD/TND 2.7485 2.8000 2.9000 2.9000 3.0000

Data as of 23 March 2021

Source: Bloomberg, Emirates NBD Research
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Financial markets

US Treasuries: 1yr
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Interest Rate Forecasts

US Treasuries Forecasts
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Major Commodities Markets
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US oil production and price International oil production and price
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Commodity Forecasts
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Last
Brent: USD/b 63.61
WTI: USD/b 60.59

Energy Commodity Forecasts

Mar-21
60.00
57.00

Jun-21
70.00
65.00

Sep-21
70.00
65.00

Precious Metals Forecasts

Dec-21
70.00
65.00

2020
43.20
39.35

2021
67.50
63.00

Last
Gold: USD/troy oz 1,738.88
Silver: USD/troy oz 25.58
Platinum: USD/troy oz 1,180.17
Palladium: USD/troy oz 2,596.43

Mar-21
1,800.00
23.00
1,000.00
2,300.00

Jun-21
1,750.00
20.00
900.00
2,200.00

Sep-21
1,700.00
18.00
900.00
2,000.00

Industrial Metals Forecasts

Dec-21
1,700.00
17.50
850.00
1,950.00

2020
1,770.68
20.52
886.26
2,201.33

2021
1,737.50
19.63
912.50
2,112.50

Last
Aluminium: USD/tonne 2,272.00
Copper: USD/tonne 9,108.50
Lead: USD/tonne 1,972.50
Nickel: USD/tonne 16,463.00
Tin: USD/tonne 25,800.00
Zinc: USD/tonne 2,866.00

Mar-21
1,920.00
7,800.00
1,997.72

16,500.00
19,500.00
2,869.09

Jun-21
1,950.00
8,000.00
2,023.33

16,750.00
19,500.00
2,942.65

Sep-21
1,950.00
8,000.00
2,023.33

17,000.00
20,000.00
2,942.65

Prices as of 23 March 2021. Note: prices are average of time period unless indicated otherwise.

Source: Bloomberg, Emirates NBD Research

Dec-21
2,025.00
8,200.00
2,048.62

17,250.00
20,000.00
3,016.22

2020
1,729.43
6,186.60
1,835.30

13,841.03
17,091.03
2,275.77

2021
1,961.25
8,000.00
2,023.25

16,875.00
19,750.00
2,942.65
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Disclaimer

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF ACCESS FOR THE PUBLICATION BEFORE THE USE THEREOF. By continuing to access and use the
publication, you signify you accept these terms and conditions. Emirates NBD reserves the right to amend, remove, or add to the publication and Disclaimer at any time. Such
modifications shall be effective immediately. Accordingly, please continue to review this Disclaimer whenever accessing, or using the publication. Your access of, and use of the
publication, after modifications to the Disclaimer will constitute your acceptance of the terms and conditions of use of the publication, as modified. If, at any time, you do not wish to
accept the content of this Disclaimer, you may not access, or use the publication. Any terms and conditions proposed by you which are in addition to or which conflict with this
Disclaimer are expressly rejected by Emirates NBD and shall be of no force or effect. Information contained herein is believed by Emirates NBD to be accurate and true but Emirates
NBD expresses no representation or warranty of such accuracy and accepts no responsibility whatsoever for any loss or damage caused by any act or omission taken as a result
of the information contained in the publication. The publication is provided for informational uses only and is not intended for trading purposes. Charts, graphs and related
data/information provided herein are intended to serve for illustrative purposes. The data/information contained in the publication is not designed to initiate or conclude any
transaction. In addition, the data/information contained in the publication is prepared as of a particular date and time and will not reflect subsequent changes in the market or changes
in any other factors relevant to their determination. The publication may include data/information taken from stock exchanges and other sources from around the world and Emirates
NBD does not guarantee the sequence, accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of information contained in the publication provided thereto by or obtained from unaffiliated third
parties. Moreover, the provision of certain data/information in the publication may be subject to the terms and conditions of other agreements to which Emirates NBD is a party.

None of the content in the publication constitutes a solicitation, offer or recommendation by Emirates NBD to buy or sell any security, or represents the provision by Emirates NBD
of investment advice or services regarding the profitability or suitability of any security or investment. Moreover, the content of the publication should not be considered legal, tax,
accounting advice. The publication is not intended for use by, or distribution to, any person or entity in any jurisdiction or country where such use or distribution would be contrary
to law or regulation. Accordingly, anything to the contrary herein set forth notwithstanding, Emirates NBD, its suppliers, agents, directors, officers, employees, representatives,
successors, assigns, affiliates or subsidiaries shall not, directly or indirectly, be liable, in any way, to you or any other person for any: (a) inaccuracies or errors in or omissions from
the publication including, but not limited to, quotes and financial data; (b) loss or damage arising from the use of the publication, including, but not limited to any investment decision
occasioned thereby. (c) UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO NEGLIGENCE, SHALL EMIRATES NBD, ITS SUPPLIERS, AGENTS, DIRECTORS,
OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS, AFFILIATES OR SUBSIDIARIES BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL,
CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES EVEN IF EMIRATES NBD HAS BEEN ADVISED SPECIFICALLY OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH
DAMAGES, ARISING FROM THE USE OF THE PUBLICATION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, LOSS OF REVENUE, OPPORTUNITY, OR ANTICIPATED PROFITS OR
LOST BUSINESS. The information contained in the publication does not purport to contain all matters relevant to any particular investment or financial instrument and all statements
as to future matters are not guaranteed to be accurate. Anyone proposing to rely on or use the information contained in the publication should independently verify and check the
accuracy, completeness, reliability and suitability of the information and should obtain independent and specific advice from appropriate professionals or experts regarding
information contained in the publication. Further, references to any financial instrument or investment product is not intended to imply that an actual trading market exists for such
instrument or product. In publishing this document Emirates NBD is not acting in the capacity of a fiduciary or financial advisor.

Emirates NBD and its group entities (together and separately, "Emirates NBD") does and may at any time solicit or provide commercial banking, investment banking, credit, advisory
or other services to the companies covered in its reports. As a result, recipients of this report should be aware that any or all of the foregoing services may at times give rise to a
conflict of interest that could affect the objectivity of this report. The securities covered by this report may not be suitable for all types of investors. The report does not take into
account the investment objectives, financial situations and specific needs of recipients.

Data included in the publication may rely on models that do not reflect or take into account all potentially significant factors such as market risk, liquidity risk and credit risk. Emirates
NBD may use different models, make valuation adjustments, or use different methodologies when determining prices at which Emirates NBD is willing to trade financial instruments
and/or when valuing its own inventory positions for its books and records. In receiving the publication, you acknowledge and agree that there are risks associated with investment
activities. Moreover, you acknowledge in receiving the publication that the responsibility to obtain and carefully read and understand the content of documents relating to any
investment activity described in the publication and to seek separate, independent financial advice if required to assess whether a particular investment activity described herein is
suitable, lies exclusively with you. You acknowledge and agree that past investment performance is not indicative of the future performance results of any investment and that the
information contained herein is not to be used as an indication for the future performance of any investment activity. You acknowledge that the publication has been developed,
compiled, prepared, revised, selected, and arranged by Emirates NBD and others (including certain other information sources) through the application of methods and standards of
judgment developed and applied through the expenditure of substantial time, effort, and money and constitutes valuable intellectual property of Emirates NBD and such others. All
present and future rights in and to trade secrets, patents, copyrights, trademarks, service marks, know-how, and other proprietary rights of any type under the laws of any
governmental authority, domestic or foreign, shall, as between you and Emirates NBD, at all times be and remain the sole and exclusive property of Emirates NBD and/or other
lawful parties. Except as specifically permitted in writing, you acknowledge and agree that you may not copy or make any use of the content of the publication or any portion thereof.
Except as specifically permitted in writing, you shall not use the intellectual property rights connected with the publication, or the names of any individual participant in, or contributor
to, the content of the publication, or any variations or derivatives thereof, for any purpose.

YOU AGREE TO USE THE PUBLICATION SOLELY FOR YOUR OWN NONCOMMERCIAL USE AND BENEFIT, AND NOT FOR RESALE OR OTHER TRANSFER OR
DISPOSITION TO, OR USE BY OR FOR THE BENEFIT OF, ANY OTHER PERSON OR ENTITY. YOU AGREE NOT TO USE, TRANSFER, DISTRIBUTE, OR DISPOSE OF ANY
DATA/INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE PUBLICATION IN ANY MANNER THAT COULD COMPETE WITH THE BUSINESS INTERESTS OF EMIRATES NBD. YOU MAY
NOT COPY, REPRODUCE, PUBLISH, DISPLAY, MODIFY, OR CREATE DERIVATIVE WORKS FROM ANY DATA/INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE PUBLICATION. YOU
MAY NOT OFFER ANY PART OF THE PUBLICATION FOR SALE OR DISTRIBUTE IT OVER ANY MEDIUM WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT OF EMIRATES NBD.
THE DATA/INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE PUBLICATION MAY NOT BE USED TO CONSTRUCT A DATABASE OF ANY KIND. YOU MAY NOT USE THE
DATA/INFORMATION IN THE PUBLICATION IN ANY WAY TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF ANY DATA SOLD OR CONTRIBUTED TO BY YOU TO ANY THIRD PARTY.
FURTHERMORE, YOU MAY NOT USE ANY OF THE TRADEMARKS, TRADE NAMES, SERVICE MARKS, COPYRIGHTS, OR LOGOS OF EMIRATES NBD OR ITS
SUBSIDIARIES IN ANY MANNER WHICH CREATES THE IMPRESSION THAT SUCH ITEMS BELONG TO OR ARE ASSOCIATED WITH YOU OR, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE
PROVIDED WITH EMIRATES NBD’S PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT, AND YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE NO OWNERSHIP RIGHTS IN AND TO ANY OF SUCH ITEMS.
MOREOVER YOU AGREE THAT YOUR USE OF THE PUBLICATION IS AT YOUR SOLE RISK AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE PUBLICATION AND ANYTHING CONTAINED
HEREIN, IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND "AS AVAILABLE," AND THAT EMIRATES NBD MAKES NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE
PUBLICATION, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, MERCHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGEMENT, TITLE, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE. You agree,
at your own expense, to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Emirates NBD, its Suppliers, agents, directors, officers, employe es, representatives, successors, and assigns from
and against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, costs, and expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ and experts’ fees, arising out of or in connection with the publication,
including, but not limited to: (i) your use of the data contained in the publication or someone using such data on your behalf; (ii) any deletions, additions, insertions or alterations to,
or any unauthorized use of, the data contained in the publication or (iii)) any misrepresentation or breach of an acknowledgement or agreement made as a result of your receiving
the publication.
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Emirates NBD Research & Treasury Contact List

Emirates NBD Head Office
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Dubai

Aazar Ali Khwaja

Senior Executive Vice President
Global Markets & Treasury
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Research
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Senior Director, Market Economics
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Research Analyst
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Group Head — Treasury Sales
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